
NZ Triple-M Register – Annexes

Early NZ Registration Plates 

New Zealand Registration Plates, 1929–194
  (Triple-M, & MG TA/TB eras)

From 1925, registration plates were issued annually in NZ. Each year the vehicle had a 
different registration plate, with the plates having a different coloured background from 
the letters. Unfortunately, as most pre-war photos are black and white, this colour d
numbers and the letters: it could be a triangle, a dot, a comma, etc. so, from black and 
white photos (which clearly show a car’s registration plate) the year the photo was taken 
can be positively identified, assuming the car had a current registration. This all changed 
in 1941, when, because of WW2 and a shortage of steel, NZ decided to go to five year 
registration plates.

Triple- M Engine colours

  Triple-M Engine Colours by Mike Alison



 Early NZ Registration Plates
 

Year 
Issued

Letter/Number 

Colour
Plate Colour Symbol Symbol

Centre 
or Low

Example

1928-29 White Brown ♦ Diamond Centre

1929-30 White Blue ● Circle Centre

1930- 31 White Black
●
●

Colon Centre

1931-32 Orange Black ▲ Triangle Centre

1932-33 Black Orange ▬ Hyphen Low

1933-34 White Brown  Star Low

1934-35 White Blue ♦ Diamond Low

1935-36 White Green ٫ Comma Low

1936-37 Black Yellow ▼
Inverted 
Triangle

Low

1937-38 White Black Escutcheon Low

1938-39 White Green 
Maltese 
Cross

Low

1939-40 Black Orange  Pentagon Low

1940 -41 White Venetian Red ▲ Triangle Low

Many thanks to Rex Benns and Peter Chandler for providing this information.
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