NZ TRIPLE-M REGISTER

MG N Types

19340 1935.

Produced from 5th " April 1934 to November, 1936. Built on new tapered chassis the NA was
available as a two- or four -seater car.

The NB is identifiable from the door hanging being reversed from the NA, (i.e., NB doors
hinged from the front), and a lowered scuttle line and close ratio gearbox.

Total N types produced:
Chassis # NA 02516 NA 0515 plus NA 0523 to NA 0995. (738 N Type cars).

NE cars: Chassis # NA 051& NA 0522, included in total above (7). Produced from
August 1934 d September 1934. Two-seater cars with higher compression engines
producing 68 bhp.

Cars produced:

NA 2-seater:

NA 4-seater:

NA Allingham:
NA Saloon:

NA Airline Coupe
NB 2-seater:

NB 4-seater:

ND 2-seater:

NE Race cars
Chassis Only:

Latest updates:

NA 0251. Restoration update

NA787. Change of ownership. This car is back on the road after completion of restoration. Now owned by Peter Lawn,

NA 0833 Photos from 2025 Pre 56 Rally from Roger Foy added.

NA 540 (exported car). Additional comments aboutthec ar 6 s hi story in NZ from Rod Br a

Last Updated: 3™ July, 2025




NA 0251

Photo taken in 2008
Engine # 576 AKN150AN
(501 AN originally but replaced by the factoryf 4 SNJ G KS O NXQa&
period)

Original Registration in UK: RegisteredlB 36389™" March, 1934.
Last registered in UK 13.12.1966

NZ Registration: Imported into NZ 19677

MGCC TripléM Register # 199

Carbés History

4 - seater tourer.  This is the first N type produced i and was a factory demonstrator /road

test and show car.
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AYes thatis our M G, and it is in the book 'The MG Story' by Joseph H Wherry,
published in 1967. (Valerie Rickard)

Purchased by Len & Valerie from K Swift who, in turn had purchased the car in 1975. The
last UK owner is almost certainly Bryan Wakelin (Essex, UK) who bought the car in 1966,

and the car's last registration in UK was 13.12.1966.

NA 0251 has been under restoration for some time - Valerie told Kim Walker in 2007 i we

promised our 37 - year - old, eldest daughter it would be ready for her 10th birthday T which,

alas has |l ong been and gone! 0)

| think it was in 2018 Valerie emailed me to say : AfLast year we were |l ucky en

out that there was a file available at the MG Club in the UK and after a phone call we were
very excited to receive many reports pertaining to our car the demonstrator N A 0251

model.

The staff member who looked into this for us mentioned when we rang him back to see how
he had got on that he had never seen a file with so much information in it. These include the
records and the matching repair dockets from March 1934 of all the damage done to the car

as it was test driven.

From the number of repairs and replacement parts ordered it must have been really thrashed

by the various drivers.

From these files we have been able to ascertain that that the car had an engine replacement

at the end of the demonstration era, this is the engine we have with the car.



NA 0251, in a publicity photo for MG Car Company, when new

The car was then purchased by Mumfordés at Abbey

first individual owner a: D L Richardson esq. of the Kings regiment R E Mess Bulford Camp
Salisbury Plain Wiltshire. | have been unable to trace this person at all but the next owner
(2nd owner) | have is Major Patrick Rodney Dayrell - Browning of the Royal Artillery Mess
Christchurch Hants.

| have been able to find out a bit about him as he served with distinction in Italy with the

Royal Artillery 52 Light Anti - Aircraft Regiment and was honoured with an O B E on the 28
June 1945. Alas the trail then runs cold until Bryan Kemsley - Wakelin pur chased the car in
1966 which detail you already haveo.

The first Owner, Dermot Lindesay Richardson has now been identified from the British Army
records. He was a Lieutenant in 1934, 2nd Battalion, Kings Regiment (Aldershot). He rose to
the rank of Lt. Col in 1943 and was awarded the MBE in 1947

When | heard from the Rickards, 19th August, 2020 Val told me: AiThe NA is at the skinning
stage but has been sitting at the metal works for some months now and probably that stage

will not now be done as quickly as we had hoped with this virus hiccup as well.

Len had hoped to have it back to his shed long before this this but | guess good things

take time.

Gar ag



This car can certainly attain to that after all these years a long, long project that we had
thought would  be finished this year but alas that is just a pipe dream now. Maybe 2021!!

Car restorers are ever the optimisto.

The first three photos, taken in 2008, which follow, show the car in the early stages of its

restoration by Rickard Restorations:

More recent restoration photos, those which follow, were taken in 2024



Owner's details:

Len & Valerie Rickard

Canterbury



NA 0357

Ellerslie Concours, Auckland, 1984

Engine # KN547A

Original Registration in UK -

NZRegistration: LH 9924, cancelled in 02/96

MGCC TriplM Register # N/A. This is a special, not a genuine Triplecar.

Car's History:

Ex Ferris De Joux Ospecial 6. Built | argely on



aTripleMexpertinNZthatit he onl vy N Type part of

The special as it is now, back in UK
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NA 0406

Engine #

Original Registration in UK -

NZ Registration: JNB 390

MGCC TriplM Register # -

Car's History:

Produced in May/June, 1934. Original engine for this chassis was 656AN Originally a 4 -
seater. The car was shipped to NZ by A.S.Farland in 1946.

This and the following black and white photos were all/l
ownership and were provided by Rod Brayshaw who was given them by Peter Farland,

AFordy' so son.
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Lawrie Poolman tells me: Aii n t helaterib60s | purchased two NA MG s from Dave Reid

in Auckland. (He was doing metal spraying near the top of Pitt Street.) Both cars were

missing motors, gearboxes and wheels. Vic Viscovitch had told me of the cars. | traded one of

the carsto Fred Webb (a friend of Vic) who had an NZ motor and gearbox, and he got the

car going. (That is now the car owned by John McGarva). My trade with Fred, who was a

friend of Vic, upset Vic and he kept insisting that the other car wa s his. (It was not and he
never paid me anything). | got sick of him going on about it and in the end told him to come

and take it away. He did so but before taking it away he cut the chassis into two. Later that

same weekend | found the two halves of the chassis in the rubbish bin at Fletcher Plywood
where we both worked. So, | saved it and took it back home and welded them back together.

Some years later Vic gave me some of the other components off the car i front and back
axles, springs, steering compo  nents (modified) etc. That was the basis of my NA 2 - seater

Touring Special.

The car is not a copy of any particular model but typical of the period T mid 1930s.

NA 406 has a 3'"90 track byYo07'shb0d ewhdédlamasd.andard. (TE&h
the engine being positionedr2amalf)ur tThheer claac kh afsr cammbl e b
drums eventually to be 120 dr ums, i dhedrigimalhNTRypet ype radi at

radiator shell was stolen. My NZ has cycle guards, two spare wheels, or one spare and an

extra luggage trunk, an NB gearbox an d full windscreeno

As mentioned, the bodywork is non - standard. It has been built by Lawrie in the style of a

1930s MG racing 2 - seater, with no doors, and a 'mock - up' slab tank (Ulster style) at the

back, using aluminium rather than wood framing. A Atypical (doorl ess) bodywor

exact csaigbhawrie.

AiThe car is to have a |l ate model Wolesley Hornet 1600c

Type engine The engine wil/ be supercharged. 0o



NA 0406 photographed in Lawrie's workshop 05.17

Lawrieds Competition -Mcommmrentg.l! ' with Triple

MG Special (December, 2018)

Lawriesays: il have always | iked the car built by John Dugd:

new MG NA by his parents for his 21 st birthday. Within two years it had been sent to



Bellevue Motors and turned into an offset single seater race car. Dugdale used the car at

Brooklands and other venues pre and post war. The car was later owned by Rivers Fletcher

who used it extensively in competition. The car | have built is not a replica but it is strongly
influenced by it.

It has non original chassis that has been built along MG lines (from a chassis made up from
two Austin 10 chassis rails welded together: they have the almost the same track T just
slightly wider 1 - than the original N Type chassis track), with road spri ngs in trunnions ,

3'"90 track as the N type, Tbut7a. shorter wheel base

The motor is based on an L Type block (1100cc) with an NA head, counterbalanced

crankshaft and conrods made by Proturn (Christchurch). A belt driven Volumex Supercharger

is mounted in front of the motor but inside the radiator. The gearbox is Wolseley Man ual
with close ratio 3:1, 1.8:1; 1.25: 1. Brakes are 100 fi
hydraulic foot brakes and Girling mechanical handbrake

wires with 600x 160 tyres.

Front are 180 wires with 500x 1806 tyres. The car weigh

Lawrie's Competition special

The car will be fitted with an L type, 1100cc 6 - ¢yl, OHC, counterbalanced crank and
supercharged engine. The engine originally was from John Twhigg's L 2058, and is now fitted
with an N Type head. The transmission has an upgraded diff with ENV components a nd the

brakes are Girling cable type as used on the R Type.



Lawrie purchased the car from David Reid in the mid - 1960s but other earlier owners are

not known.

Owner's details

Lawrie Poolman,

Northland



Engine # 776AN (originally)

Original Registration in UK -

NZ Registration: F34849 (Cancelled in 2005 when the car exported)

MGCCTriple-M Register # 1784

Car's History:

Originally an Airline Coupe.

Owned in 1953 by Doug Herridge who in 1956/7 purchased a Marshall 112A supercharger

and rebuilt the car as a racing special. The racing special was completed in 1958 complete

with 20 - gauge aluminium closely riveted bodywork. The first years resulted in fou r sets of

broken half shafts and two wrecked crown wheel and pinions! A Ford 8 centre and half shafts

were fitted and 130 brakes were converted to hydraulic
14cwt., and was capable of ~118mph with 10 - 12 Ib boost.



In late 1958 / early 1959 the block was badly damaged by a broken gudgeon pin which cut
the old block in half. A replacement block was fitted at this time.

Ted Loversidge tells me  fi Ifirst saw and sat in the Airline Coupe NA 540 in Winter 1951. In
the car sales yard at the time were a six speed Bentley saloon, a 5 ¥ litre Sunbeam Saloon
and a 1949 Ford Mercury.

By 1953 the NA was then owned by Doug Herridge who, in 1956 ran a big end bearing

crossing the Rakaia River bridge in the NA. This may sound odd but this bridge is exactly a

mile and a tenth long and the done thing at the time was to start from a dead sto p at one
end and try and cross in under one minute (notwithstanding) the numerous pronounced

ridges in the road which, as the speed increased, tended to make the axles airborne with a

resultant increase in revs.

At this time Pete Stevens who was in the RNZAF (and owned a) PA awaited the arrival of a

Marshall 12A supercharger he had brought from England. However, Pete had only been home

for a few months when the Air Force sent him to England for three years. The PA was sold
off and the blower was sold to Dave Herridge .(See NZR -type Register 1 the car ultimately
purchased by Pete). ...Doug worked in the instrument section of the local (National)

airline ..and the rubbish bins at NAC were filled with new, out of sp ec., interesting stuff. This
cornucopia of riches was too much (and what started out as a simple engine overhaul and

resulted in also) replacing rotten woodwork into a full - blown racing special. Doug laid out the
instrument panel aircraft fashion i atmai nroad cruising speed all needles were vertical. He
also made the 0 - 8,000 tachometer & boost gauge. All the switches were ex aircraft (DC 3)

with a three - position switch in the brake light circuit I normal - off- on,tofool any
watching for braking when r acing closely. The special was finished in 1958 and its

appearance at the local motor sport scene was sensational. Its first speed event was an MGCC
standing quarter where it did only one run (18.56 sec) and sheared the blower drive part

way up the run. Th  is was replaced with DC3 generator drive quill shaft.

The first years' use resulted in four sets of broken half shafts and two wrecked CWPs. This was

fixed by grafting a ford V8 diff centre in the MG rear axle complete with Ford half shafts and

modifying the hubs to taper & key fittings. Sometime in this peri od Herridge competed in a
Canterbury Car Club Lyttleton Hill Climb. He came second to Pat Hoare in the 3L GP Ferrari.

He was faster up the straight but was losing out braking for the corners. After this the brakes

were converted to hydraulic T 2LSfront 1 the hand brake still worked on all four wheels.

In February 1962 Doug entered the sports car race in the Dunedin Festival Road Race

meeting, and after fixing braking problems in practice Doug screamed around the course like

a man possessed and got second place......

| bought the car from Doug in 1961 and used it for everyday transport and for MGCC/VCC



events. In the early 1960s a long drive home in pouring rain from a race meeting at
Invercargill's Teratonga Park (365 miles) convinced me that a slightly cosier cockpit & a wind

screen may not be a bad idea.

In the early 70s the VCC acceptability years were extended which meant that the NA was

eligible for more events T but not with the boy racer body. So | drew up a new body and got

rid of some of the bits that had been causing anguish. (Geoff Owen purchased some of the
discarded parts for his race car rebuild of NA 0956). The radiator had been made by Doug

Herridge ...and this was always a source of leaks. This highlighted problems with the three -
piece bonnet...The Ford diff ha  d given no problem but 4.1:1 was a tad too high geared....so |

grafted the centre of a Standard Flying 14 back axle into the centre of the MG axle. This was

an ENV unit, very strong and at 4.541:1 a much better ratio.

I replaced the wheels and hubs with 160 Dunl op wheels
Cross....there were two other modifications | carried out which were a disaster: converted the

brakes back to original mechanical set up ...and | replaced the vintage Wolsel ey steering box
Doug had fitted with a Riley 9 box and column. | also converted the front shock absorbers

back to Hartford friction type.

When | was racing or just in a hurry, | used to pull 8,500 rpm in second and try for 7,200

in third. The best | ever got out of it 5,600 in top, which at 20mph per 1,000 revs is about

112mph.

Clearly the Magnette was worth more than the other MG projects | had and selling it would

finance some rebuilds. | sold it in three days but 8 months later had still not been paid so |

gave it to a friend, Gavin Bain to sell through Fazzaz ...eventually being bought by a local scum



bag, who had already on sold it ({tEditedfiorma Te8d osiginals as a K3
dated 20.06.13).

Sometime during Doug Herridge's ownership he replaced the original engine after seriously

damaging the block when a broken gudgeon pin cut the original block in half. A second - hand
block was obtained from Auckland.

Car is understood to be in course of being converted back to its original state T an Airline

Coupe.

July, 2025 Update

Following a request for information about this car from the USA Triple - M enthusiasts, Rod
Brayshaw forwarded them what he knew about this car. R
ATo start my reply | must indicate my research was con

was the second refusal buyer to potentially purchase the NA. Gavin Bain was the first. Gavin
decided he did not want the car so Ted contacted me as a second interest, but he had

considerably increased the price from what we had previously agreed.

| did consider the purchase at the new price but as we were shifting from Palmerston North

to Katikati and building a new house, workshop and motor house | eventually declined.

My research was excessive because as a potential owner | was keen to know as much as | could
gather providence from people who were alive and had good memories at that time. At no

time was Australia mentioned at all as the NA having ever been there. It was not even
mentioned that it had a NZ made body.

| have letters from Ted in his handwriting describing the car and its differences as prior

purchase information.

During 2011 | was approached by an American owner and | prepared the letter that you

have included (I must find my copy to check if it is as | sent it and it has not been edited, it

probably is ok) | note it has been signed by Lew Palmer, this is not corre ct, my name has
been removed. | did the research.

In summary, | researched the NA in 2000 some 25 years ago when my contacts were all

alive with good memories. | cross checked, documented all the information and put it aside

when | did not purchase the car. My intention was to build an Airline body for th e car
incorporating al/l the differences as described and di s
Rod Brayshaw, June 2025

Owner's details:

Car exported to USA 7 see NA 0956.



NA 0597
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Engine # 850 AN

Original Registration in UK: CZ (in 1934)

NZ Registration: MG NA

MGCC TriplM Register # 3270
Car's History:

Open, 4 - seater car, two tone blue.

Original except for Morris 10 diff.

John tells me: & purchased this car from B.T (Bob) Bissell of Torbay in 1976. Bissell would

have purchased the car from Fred Webb.

Earlier, Lawrie Poolman had purchased two N Types from Dave Reid, who had a Metal Spray

business in Pitt Street Auck . One of these two N Types is this car (now owned by John). It



had no engine or gearbox when Lawrie owned it. Lawrie swapped the incomplete car for

another vehicle with Fred Webb. Fred had the original NA engine (850AN as shown on the

original chassis plate) and gearbox so managed to get it going. The engine was in po or

condition being over bored so Fred then on sold it to

6 2 2008

NA 0597 at O6Brooklandsdé TACCOC Clubhouse in Al bany
~.2008/2010



Owner's details:

John & Jude McGarva,

Waikato
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NA 0833 at the Pre 56 Rally in Palmerston North, March, 2025.

Photo provided by Roger Foy, MGCC, Canterbury

Engine: 1130 AN

Original Registration in UK -

NZ Registration: MG 34, previously LH 5965

MGCC TripleM Register # 1407

Car's History:




Green, originally fitted with factory 4 - seater body.

The car was imported into NZ around early/mid 1960s.

Previous owners:

Early 1971:  Malcolm Wilton.

1970s: Keith McDonald Hunter who sold the car to Keith Barclay told me: AThe N of which
Russell Ward speaketh | purchased in the 1970s ex Malcolm Wilton, at Russell's insistence. |

carted the pile of bits to Dunedin, but did not manage to get on with the restoration thereof,

being sidetracked by Other Things.

| sold the pile of bits to friend and colleague Keith Barclay, who is in retirement in Wanaka.

Keith sold the car on in favour of a VA tourer. | suggest that you might contact Keith for the

outcomes and onward travel of the N typeo

Keith Barclay, Dunedin. who sold the car to Des. Grey told me: AThe N type | had was
purchased from Russell Ward, (I think Keith is mistaken here) he found it beneath a house in

Auckland, | think. The body work was completely shot, a rusted tangled mess and went to the

tip. 1 had grand ideas of building an NE replica but only got as far as a rolling chassis. It was

sold to Des Gray who lived in Mosgiel, sometime in the 1980's. As far as | know Des did

nothing with the car but subsequently on sold it to Fran k Langridgeo.
Des Grey 1987 i1 2009. Des had intended to restore the car as an NE but never made much
progress.

Frank purchased the car from Des Grey in Dunedin. Des had owned it for 22 years. The car

was bought as a restoration project. At the time, Frank told me: ABody r o twll epmace

with lightweight alloy cut -away door style body. Bl ock andnaread to
recent telephone discussion Frank told me the body had been dumped i it was too far gone T

and a new body has been completed and painted i some touch up work still required. The

engine overhaul will include a new head, crank and con ro ds, Frank has all these parts

together with a pre - selector gearbox.



The following restoration
photos were taken in

garage, August 2017

Left: Superb restoration of

chassis by Frank.

Overleaf: Pre - Selector
gearbox and equally superb

bodywork fabrication.




Photos below are from MGCC March 2025 Pre 56 Rally, provided by Roger Foy, MGCC,
Canterbury:

% 0& 2
o
RRRRRRRRRRR
f '~.§ v.si
RRRRRRL
RRRRARRXS
RN
R
o




Owner's details:

Frank Langridge,

Auckland



NA 0787

Restored car

Engine # 1047 AN

Original Registration in UK -

NZ Registration: aD Ho OLINBOJA2dza {NZ) NB3I QR

MGCC TriplM Register # 3268

Car's History:

A 2 - seater NB

A 1936 car which was being restored in Rod Brayshaw's workshop for Robert Miller
photographed ~2010. Robert had purchased the car in March 2003 at Turner's Auction
from the Estate of the Late Eric Anderson, Takapuna. Eric, in turn, had purchased the car

from his relative, Vince Anderson. A possible previous owner was Malcolm Wilton but not

a



aut henti cat dofitne Rober t

Dave Hewitt has subsequently confirmed that this car was purchased by Malcolm and Mary
Wilton of Bucklands Beach, shortly after they had also purchased NA 0833 in early 1971.

Malcolm sold this car to John Prior of Devonport (~1972) but John did not keep the car long

beforeon -sel Il ing (~1973). At t h afarfrdmigors, bit hald mostoéie wa s
parts there'  (John Prior tells me). John sold the car to Vince Anderson. John Prior confirmed

his NAwasa2 -seaterN Type,nota4 - seater, so this all seems to 'fit' together.

These photos were taken
when (I believe) John Prior

owned the car ~1972.

Robert sold the car to Rod & Peter Lawn half way through the restoration.

John McGarva told me: At he NB i n the newspap e rmodiied bodykoenakk s ent h:
itintoa4 - seater. Rod has taken it back to the original 2 -5 e at eedewspaper article

below)



Retired Taknpuna engineer
Mr Eric Anderson has just
finished rebuil.
probably one of the rarest
MG spom cars manufac-

It is six i lglder oveb

It was made specially for a
_big motor ;
ding what is 015 e s “gs

about 40 were bum.
were powered by the
Iast of the six -
head camsha
manufactured by M

Mr Anderson says the MG
NB is easily rec o

ognised be-
cause it has front-hinged

linder over-.
englnel

|A Long Road lack

derelict for lbout 20 e
‘and was a wreck. e

The engine, trmmlsslon :
and almost everytm

Iml either to be rebuilt or
b e Anderson spent four
years working on the NBina

shed at the bnckolhlshomg you
Takapuna. :

in Cameron St, T:

doors similar to those found When he was not machin-

: onmodemcan. ingplr'uinthelbedhewn
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MrAndarmbehindtbawheelofhnrestoredMGmm

Robert sold the car to Rod & Peter Lawn half way through the restoration.

John McGarva told me: At he NB t he
- seater. Rod has taken it back to the original 2

newspaper article | sent he

-5 e at Seedelow)

in

itinto a4

The engine has a 'Phoenix’ crankshaft/rods. Has 3 speed (original) or 4 speed period Wolseley

gearbox. Bodywork has front hinged doors

with lowered lines and a vertical slat radiator. The instruments have been re - arranged.

August 2024 Update




Peter Lawn now owns this car following completion of the restoration work. The photos
below taken in Rod workshop were taken ~2010 during the restoration




