
     NZ TRIPLE-M REGISTER 

 
     MG P Types: 

 Produced from: 

 PA1934 ï 1935. 

 PB 1935 ï 1936 

 

  The PA was similar in appearance to the swept wing J2 it superseded, 

 but with stronger engine (3 brg crank) producing 35 bhp. The first four 

 P types off the production line were initially kept by the factory as 

 demonstrators. 

  The PB was identical to the PA except its was bored out to 939cc, 

 (43.3 bhp), fitted with a close ratio gearbox and revised radiator grille 

 and revised dashboard. 

  

  Total P types produced: 2,500 

  PA:  Chassis # PA 0251 ï PA 2250. 

        (The last 27 chassis were built into PBs by the factory and given PB 

 chassis numbers, i.e 

        PB0251, and Chassis # PB 0589 to PB 0613) 

  PB: Chassis # PB 0251 ï PB 0776 

 

  Total PA produced:  2,000 less 27 =  1973. 

  Total PB produced:   500 cars (plus the 27 converted from PA   

  chassis) = 527    

 Cars produced: 

  PA 2-seater:  1369 

  PA 4-seater:               498 

  PA Airline Coupe            28 

  PB 2-seater:          408 

  PB 4-seater:      99 

  PB Airline Coupe:     14 

  Chassis Only:      57 



 

  

 P Type Notes 

 

 P type engines were identified by the letters AP after the engine 

 number, e.g., 1151AP. The reference to 135P, 165P or 199P after the 

 engine number identifies an early P type engine with single crankcase 

 breather on RH side above the dipstick; double breather engines and PB 

 engines respectively. 

 

 CP after the engine number denotes a factory replacement block. 

 

 PA Airline Coupes ï ñthe bodies were designed and marketed by 

 HW.Allingham, and built by Whittingham & Mitchel or by ñCarbodies 

 Ltdò. 

 (Source: UK Triple-M Register Forum) 

 

  

 

 Last Amendments: 

 

  PA 1362 Purchased by Peter Digby, Sept. 2024 

 PA 0539 Believed to be the ex Vic Viscovich PA Airline Coupe from 1950s. 

 PA 1810 Ex NZ car added to NZ Register, although has now been exported to USA.  

 PA 0817. Corrections to description of the car, and new photos added  

 PA 1362. Photo added taken in 1943/44 (provided by Daniel Richardson)  

 ̀ PA 1810. Unknown if this Airline Coupe has survived.  

 PA 0492 Car with long NZ history but has been exported, added to Register 

 PA 0817 March 2025 Pre 56 Rally photos added. 

PA 2007 For Sale, June 2025  

 

 

 

 

                                                                              Last amended 11th June, 2025. 
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                        Picture provided by Ross Armstrong, MGCC, Wellington Centre 
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Car's History 

 

John Hancock sent me the ownership papers and the owners identified are shown below. 

 

Dave Hector sent me some photos of the car at a Wellington Centre Type Rally in 1983. I 

have no other details of this car although, interestingly, it was once owned by Peter Stevens 

in 1953. Peter sold the PA when he was seconded to UK with RNZAF where he achieved his 

ambition to purchase an R Type MG. He ultimately sold the R Type he purchased (RA 0253) 

to the Southward Museum where it has been partially restored. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
   
   
 

  These photos provide by Dave Hector, MGCC, Wellington Centre 



 

  
 
 
 
 

The past Owners identified from original registration papers are:  

 

 
лтΦлоΦофΥ !ƭōŜǊǘ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ [ŜŀǘƘŀƳΣ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ wƻŀŘΣ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΦ 
лпΦлуΦофΥ 9ǊƛŎ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ {ǳǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘ wŘΦΣ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ 
мпΦлсΦпмΥ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ .ŜƴǘƭŜȅΣ {Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΦ 
моΦлпΦпоΥ .ŀǎƛƭ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜΣ !ŘŀƳǎ ¢ŜǊǊŀŎŜΣ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ 
нпΦлрΦпоΥ  ¢ǊŜǾƻǊ {ǘǊƻǳŘŜ ²ƛǘƘŜǊǎΣ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅ .ŀȅΣ 5ŜǾƻƴǇƻǊǘΣ !ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘΦ 
лрΦлсΦпсΥ aǳƴǊƻŜ aƻǘƻǊǎ όŘŜŀƭŜǊύ !ƭōŜǊǘ {ǘΦΣ !ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘΦ 
лрΦлсΦпсΥ 5ŀǾƛŘ .ǊŜƳƴŜǊΣ w5 Κ 
Κ ΦлпΦпуΥ WƻƘƴ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ aǳƴǊƻΣ w5 Κ 
лпΦлтΦрлΥ ƛƴŘŜŎƛǇƘŜǊŀōƭŜ 
мпΦлрΦрмΥ 5ƻƳƛƴƛƻƴ aƻǘƻǊǎΣ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΦ 
мпΦлрΦрмΥ ¦Dр aƻǘƻǊǎ όŘŜŀƭŜǊǎύΣ 5ƛȄƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ 
лсΦлтΦрмΥ WŀƳŜǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΣ IƛƎƘ {ǘΦΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
нтΦлтΦрмΥ 5ŀǾƛŘ IŜƴǊȅ /ǊŀƛƎΣ YŀƛƪƻǳǊŀ όΚύ 
нтΦмлΦроΥ aD {ŀƭŜǎ ϧ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ όŘŜŀƭŜǊǎύ 
нфΦмлΦроΥ tŜǘŜǊ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎΣ wb½!C ²ƛƎǊŀƳ 
ннΦммΦрсΥ [ŜǎƭƛŜ WŀƳŜǎ .ƻǿƛǎΣ wǳƎōȅ {ǘΦΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
нсΦлфΦртΥ IŜǊƳŀƴ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ 5ǳƴƭƻǇ όŘŜŀƭŜǊΚύΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ммΦммΦртΥ  [ƭƻȅŘǎ /ŀǊ /ƻǊƴŜǊ [ǘŘ όŘŜŀƭŜǊύΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ммΦммΦртΥ 5ŀǾƛŘ WƻƘƴ !ōǊŀƘŀƳǎΣ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ 
нуΦлрΦруΥ !ƭōŜǊǘ WƻƘƴ tŀƛƴǘƛƴΣ όŘŜŀƭŜǊΚύ ¢ƘŜ ¢ŜǊǊŀŎŜΣ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ 
нуΦлрΦруΥ aŀƭŎƻƭƳ WŀƳŜǎ tŀǊƪΣ wŀƴŘǿƛŎƪ wŘΦΣ [ƻǿŜǊΦ IǳǘǘΦ 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
             

             

             

      

 



 
 
 
 
 

   Copy of the original NZ Registration document. 
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Car's History. 

 

1934 2-seater. Body # 167/113. 

 

The car was imported into NZ by T.M.McNeilly in July, 1974. The car was subsequently sold 

to Graeme Porton in October 1974. Graeme and Ken Watson then set about restoring the 

car. The restoration was completed in December 1983 and the car road registered in NZ: (LJ 



4466). At the same time (20th December, 1983) the car was registered in Julie Porton's 

name. It retained this registration number until 1990 when the car was re-registered BNM 

708 

 

In November 2002 the car was purchased by Eric Rogers from Julie Porton   Eric died in 

2012 and Bill Kewish purchased the car from Alison. 

 
 

The car is now two-tone green. Originally the car left the factory in primrose paint colour, 

this was changed to white in 1967. In NZ the car was restored and painted two tone green 

(1983). 

 

The car is standard except for addition of electric cooling fan. The car was restored in UK 

back in 1962, and then imported into NZ by Thomas McNeill in July 74.  He sold the car to 

Graham Porton in October,1974. The car was then restored by Graham & Ken Watson ï 

this was completed in 

December, 1983 when it was re-registered by Julie Porton as BNM 708 

 

Previous Owners: 

 

Early owners in the UK were: 

 30.05.64: Eric Broad, Windmill Lane, Denton, 

 09.02.66: Ian William Beasley, Newton Heath, Manchester 

 08.03.67: Denis Wall Gartside, 

 221, Chamber Road, Oldham 

 Thomas McNeilly: ñLlwyn Derwò Neston Rd., Willaston, Wirral, Cheshire 

 

 

Early owners in NZ 

 07.74: Thomas McNeilly, 

 10.74: Graham Porton 

 28.12.83:  Julie Ann Frances Porton, 4, Wake St., Hamilton 

 Eric Rogers: 6, Longwood Place, Harrowfield, Hamilton. 

 

 

Eric owned the car about 10 years according to his wife, Alison.  Following Eric's death in 

2012, the car has been purchased by her brother, Bill Kewish, so the car remains in the 

family. 

  

Owner's details 

 

Bill Kewish, Waiakto 



 

 

The photos below were taken 26.11.17 at Triple-M meeting in Hamilton.  
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Car's History 

 

1934 P Type which has been under restoration since 1999. 

 

The Triple M Register in UK advises that this PA was built 28th February 1934 and released 

1st September 1934. The distributor was University Motors, London, W1, who initially used 

the car as a demonstrator, so they are the first recorded owner, from 1st September 1934. 

The car is a two-seater. 

 



When new, the PA had blue bodywork (MG Body # 215), and blue trim  

 

Murray advises me: ñThe car was owned locally but in need of a complete restoration when 

purchased. 

As you will see the car has the original chassis, engine, gearbox. The body needed replacing. 

I had a new body made and other parts that needed restoring repaired. 

Currently I am restoring the gearboxò. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

PA 0365 under 

restoration late 2023    

               

 

 

 

 

 

Chassis Number 

 

 
 



 

 

!ǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǎǎƛǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ς άtмέΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘŀǎǎƛǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦ t! ŎƘŀǎǎƛǎ ǿŜǊŜΣ L ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘΣ ŀƭƭ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ άt Ǉƭǳǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǎǎƛǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƘŜƴŎŜΣ 

ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅΣ ŀǎǎǳƳƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǊ ǿŀǎ t мосрΗ  

Mike Long, P Registrar in UK told me:ò I believe that the early chassis numbers were 

preceded by P1 above the actual number. On later ones, only a P was stamped on the top 

line. I am not sure at what number the 1 was droppedò. (Mike Long) 

 

 

 

 

 

PA chassis# shows 

PA/0365 and the body 

numbers match the Factory 

records. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            



 

 

 

 

 

Owner: 

 

aǳǊǊŀȅ !ǎǇƛƴŀƭƭΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

           PA 0434 
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Car's History 

 

Body Style: B251. Body # 254/158. 

 

This PA has matching numbers and also has the original bonnet hinge with chassis number. 

 

On display at Southward Museum, Waikanae, where the following photos were taken in 

2018. 



 
 

 

 

 

  

     Photographs taken 2018 in Southward's Museum  

 

 
 



 
 
 
                
             

           PA466 
      
 
      bh tIh¢h 
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Car's History 

2-seater purchased by Ted Loversidge during the 1960s from New Plymouth, and 

subsequently sold by Ted to Les Cook in 2009. 

 

Ted told me ñthis is one of the PAs supposedly converted to PB specification but very 

superficially: PB radiator shell, twin crankcase breather, still a PA block, walnut veneer dash 

(again PA). I acquired this car sometime in the sixties from New Plymouth. Did quite a bit of 

work on it and bought a lot of new bits for it. I sold the car to Les Cook who also owns an SA 

and an MGBò 

See also comments under PA 2224. 

 

Engine: twin breather PA block, 57mm bore. 

Transmission and brakes - standard. 

 

Recently Les told me: 

 

ñCar Number PA/0466. Engine number new 712AP 

Replacement Factory Engine Number 

Sold new by Rays Motors LTD, 173 Great Portland Street, London 

Owners: 

17th June 1934 Mr John C McLennan, 19 Chesterford Gardens, Hampstead 



2? September 1936 Mrs I W McLennan, 

 

The car returned to MG for extensive engine work in around 1936 

Imported to New Zealand 

Early owners not known 

Owner in Hamilton dismantled the car in a rented shed. The owner of the shed put the car 

up for sale as is, small parts missingò 

 

In April, 2018 Les told me: ñWe are at present in the process of building a new house with a 

much larger garage/workshop that is still slow due to the earthquakes in Christchurch that 

seems like ages ago. All the delayed EQ issues for the site we haveò.   

Later, Les told me: ñTed Loversidge does not know the date my car came to NZ only that he 

bought in the 1960`s.  ñThe radiator on my car has the PB type infill that could have been 

added during a 1930`s engine also being added, not as this oneò (Les, September, 2018ύ 

 

Owner's details 

 

 Les Cook, 

 

 Canterbury 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

        (exported)  PA 0492 

 

    

 
 

 

  Photo of restored PA 0492 taken from óFor Sale section of Triple-M Register website. 
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Known Past NZ Owner: 

 

Rod Brayshaw tells me that this was Grant Tilleyôs PA. Grant lived in Wellington 

 
 
 



 
 

Current Ownership/Condition: (Re-print from Sales advertisment on Triple-M 

website). 

 

ñPA0492 is a wonderful red pre-war car with black leather interior, all completely restored. 

The instrumentation is all working, including the petrol reserve control. In addition to the 

original NZ registration document and the list of previous owners, not complete, there is 

ample documentation of most of the car's life in NZ. The car has done 20 miles on the new 

engine: new cylinder block, cylinder head, gaskets, Mahle pistons, phoenix crankshaft and 

modern con rods. The engine has been prepared for the installation of a Supercharger. All 

crankshaft bearings have been replaced, the water pump is new. The dynamo is modified with 

the internals of a Denso Alternator, an original dynamo is available. The electrical system is 

new as well as the petrol pump and the battery. The chassis has been completely disassembled 

and put on a control bench to check the alignment, all the metal parts have been sandblasted 

and given a coat of epoxy primer. The trunnions, the trunnion spacers and the dust seals of 

the leaf springs were all replaced. The body is completely new and the firewall and its 

supports are also new. The dashboard is new with the correct veneer. The hood (which 

maintains the original design with rear window), windows and tonneau cover in mohair are 

new. Inner upholstery in leather also leather seats both redone as the originals. The car is 

located in Germany. Contact me by email or mobile +49 1722577322 

 

Price 40,000 GBP or 47,000 EUR ono 

 

Email horst.wendling@t-online.deò 

 

Below is a photo of the car when advertised for sale in 2008 in NZ: 

 

             

mailto:horst.wendling@t-online.de


 

          PA 0817 
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Car's History 

 

Along with John Hancock's TA Tickford, this PA made up the Team entry for MGCC at the 

2019 Ellerslie Intermarque Concours event. MG won the Team award. 

 

1934 car has just undergone a twenty-year restoration, started by Denis Jury and 

completed to a very high standard by new owner Greg Martin. 

 

The original engine for this car #1070 AP is now installed in PA 0957 owned by Rod 

Brayshaw/Peter Lawn. The original steering box (I am told) is now fitted to J 2312. PA 

0817 has a Bishop Cam steering box. 



 

Nearing completion, the following photos were taken at the Triple-M Group meeting at Greg's 

home, 26th November, 2017 and show the very high-quality restoration that is being carried 

out.              

 

 

 

              

January, 2025 Update. 

 

Photos below were provided by Greg and show the beautifully restored motor, bellhousing  

and chassis 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



MGCC March 2025 Pre 56 Rally, Palmerston North 

 

 

Photo provided by Roger Foy, MGCC, Canterbury 



 

Photo provided by Roger Foy, MGCC, Canterbury 

 

 

Owner's details 

 
 

The car was previously owned by Russell Ward and purchased from him by Denis Jury in 

1975. (See also PA 1503). 

 
9ŀǊƭƛŜǊΣ DŀǊȅ tǊŀǘǘƭŜΣ !ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘ ƻǿƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ƛƴ мфтм ŀƴŘΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ŀǎ άǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ aƻǊǊƛǎ 
ŜƴƎƛƴŜέΦ 

 

Car sold by Denis Jury to Greg Martin in 2014. 

 

Greg & Sue Martin 

 

Waikato 

 
 
 
 

mailto:lescook@paradise.net.nz
mailto:lescook@paradise.net.nz
mailto:lescook@paradise.net.nz
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Car's History 

 

Manufactured  3rd May, 1934. 2-seater, originally black/red colour scheme. 

Supplied to Merigold Bros, Preston, Lancs 15.05.34 

First registered owner was J.M Lucas, 22.05.34, 

H Porter-Hargreaves purchased the car in July, 1936, 

Subsequently the car was acquired by J.D.Eubank, Dunellon, Florida, (it is Eubank that 

possibly registered this car with the Triple-M Register in UK ï this was 1965 or 1966. 
 

The car was purchased by Alex in pieces from the UK and it is currently being restored.  

ñBoth my cars are projects but the P has priority to be seriously worked on in the immediate 

future. I have attached details of the P from the MMM register. I know nothing of the history 

of the car as it was sourced from the UK as a bitser. It does not have the original engine as 



the bores were through and I obtained another block. That has been re-engineered but I 

cannot tell you the number as it is in Wanaka and I am in Dunedin at the momentò.  (Alex, 

06.2010). 

 

Alex has the block which originally was installed in Chassis # PA 0790. 

 

03/17: Alex told me: ñJ.D Eubank was not able to give me any history as to how the car had 

found its way to the USA. He had restored many cars, a number more prestigious than mere 

MGs! and said it was the worst car he had ever owned. If he was the last owner before it was 

dismantled that's not surprising as suspension etc was completely worn out. All replaced now 

and the bulk of the mechanical work done. 

Working towards having it ready for the 2019 pre-56. The first owner was Henry Porter 

Hargreaves who owned the 1935 Mille Miglia Aston Martin and was also known for racing a 

chain gang Frazer Nash about the time he owned the Pò. 

 

01/18: Update from Alex: 

 

After a fair amount of delay, I have finally got together a selection of photos to send to you. 

As I think I said previously the car was supplied as a box of non-matching bits. We are 

making fair progress with the chassis. As you can see from the photos the front and rear axles 

are fully restored and in. The engine and gear box are also fully restored and away getting a 

modern clutch fitted. Engine assembly will be completed when it returns, hopefully next week. 

The restored engine is a replacement block after the first (1445A 135P) was overly 

enthusiastically rebored with damage to the bores. I believe this could be repaired effectively in 

Australia but the other (number available when it comes back) will go in the car. The gearbox 

was in excellent condition and has PB ratios. There was little to do except replace bearings. 

The body tub is interesting as it was in cream cracker colours about which I was initially very 

cynical. However now it has been stripped there are features that make me wonder if it was 

indeed a discarded body from one of the PB trials cars that have been refurbished (?rebodied) 

and auctioned off in the last 20 years or so. It come into my possession in 2001. 

 

As you will see from the body photos, the spare spark plug holder on the front of the tub fits 

with a supercharged version where there was no room for it on the firewall. In the same 

photo the 3 yellow dots indicate holes that have been welded up and those with crosses have 

no corresponding holes in the wood of the frame behind them, suggesting it was a factory 

modification. Interestingly photos of JB7421 auctioned through Bonhams also show no 

control rod for the reserve fuel control passing forwards through the front of the body in the 

area of the welded holes. The wheel arches have screw holes that would correspond with the 

abbreviated trial rear mudguards with the lowest in the front about the middle of the door 

(yellow dot). On the near side there are holes below the door that do not correspond with 

running board mounts but appear to be in the positions where mounts for an external 



exhaust could be placed. Two most forward holes have been welded up. 

 

The body frame is in very good order. The alloy skin shows its age with damage in the right 

wheel arch area suggesting it was campaigned hard but from whatever car it originated we 

feel it is a bit of history and should be preserved in our rebuild. I have also included a photo of 

our recast inlet manifold. 

 

 

The following photos, supplied by Alec, were taken in December, 2017: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 Owner's details 

 

 Alex Dempster, 

 

 Otago 
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Car's History: 
 

 

Owned jointly by Rod Brayshaw and Pater Lawn. 

Purchased from B Manning 14.04.87. 

Engine found late 1980s under a workbench in Wellington. 

Motor is ex PA 0817 (see above) 

Car in pieces awaiting restoration. Work has started. 
 
 

August Update 

Panels and woodframe made by Rod Brayshaw. This car is now back on the road 

 

Owner's details 

 Colin Mahey, Palmerston North  
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Car's History 

 

 2-seater car, original specification. 

 Body # 1899. 

 

 Purchased September 2000 from Ray Larsen, Queenstown. 

 Previously owned by G Forster, Dunedin?? 

 

 

 

Owner's details 

 

  Alex McLennan, 

 

  Otago? 

 
 
 
 
 

  



 

          PA 1327              

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  PA 1327 pictured above ï note the original NZ registration number plate. 
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Car's History 

 

Delivered 24th August 1934 to Knott Bros (main agents), 2-seater black car with green 

upholstery. Body # 819/1523. 

 

Purchased 1st September, 34. 1934 from E.H.Banfield, Christchurch Rd., Boscombe, Hants. 

The Certificate of Guarantee was signed 11.09.34 by the first owner, Stanley Harrocks of 

Bournemouth (see copy of Cert. of Guarantee below). 

 

 
 



aƛǎǎ ! 5ǳƎƎŀƴ όaŀǘǊƻƴύ Ǉhotographed in Lower Hutt, 1964 - overleaf 

 

 

The car was purchased by Ian in 1985 from Brett Robinson, Hamilton, as a restoration 

project, the car being in many boxes and a container. The bodywork is all there including a 

pair of full guards. Ian tells me: 

ña Ford 10 motor had been fitted 07.07.69 by Mike Pattison, (but it seems that this merely 

replaced an earlier Ford 10 engine installed 26.03.57). Ian has a ñnew, P type engine block, 

crank, rods (all Phoenixò), 4 x wheels, wiring loom, Andre Hartford shocks plus lots of bits 

and bobs. Have also started doing the woodwork so I am on the way, slowlyò. 

 

Transmission ï standard 4-speed box. Brakes ï standard. 

 

January, 2010, Ian wrote to me saying: 

 

ñHere are some shots I have just forwarded to ted Loversidge and thought you 

might like to have a look at them as you requested such. 

 

There are still several other parts in another shed but most are housed in 

the container as you can see. 

 

I was having a repack of the container as My Son Tom came home at Christmas 

with his flat contents which needed housing as you can see in a 20 ft 

container. The other main parts are the eyebrows over the das radiator, and 

all castings for the engineò. 

 

MG PA 1327 

Near the end of my first year at Victoria University I spotted this car sitting under a canvas 

cover on the side of Grant Road in Thorndon.  Having left a message on it asking the owner, 

Peter Dickenson whom I vaguely recalled from prep school days, to contact me, I purchased it 

for 110 pounds (but paid only 100, promising to return with the rest). It can only have been 

a couple of weeks before the Ford Ten engine began showing all the signs of a blown head 



gasket so I fitted a replacement and set off into the city in triumph. Unfortunately, I had 

never heard of a torque wrench and the engine expired in a spectacular cloud of steam on the 

corner by the St George Hotel. 

I headed home to Hawkes Bay to join a pea harvesting gang, leaving the MG to have another 

gasket fitted by a local garage before being collected by my father. I remember being 

surprised that someone of his age (all of 46!) was prepared to drive it any distance but he 

duly completed the journey with only minor excitement in the form of a small fire 

somewhere en route.  The car was then left with a garage in Waipukurau for an engine 

rebuild.   

I drove it back down to Wellington for the start of the university year, taking Old West Road 

behind Massey University which in those days was a back road heavily used by dairy farmers. 

The limitations of the aluminium cycle guards on the front wheels were rudely demonstrated 

by the huge clump of cow poo which flew back and covered the sleeve of my thousand-acre 

tweed jacket which was sticking out over the top of the cutaway door!  The supports for those 

mudguards were welded to the back of the brake drums but the welds broke regularly and 

trips were often completed with a mudguard tucked behind the seats. 

I think that the MG cruised at about 50 mph and it proved quite reliable. It was an 

entertaining little car though cornering too enthusiastically often produced the ping of a 

spoke breaking in one of the rear wheels ï replacing spokes and retightening loose ones was 

routine maintenance.  The connection between the Ford engine and the MG four speed box 

was not the best and mistimed changes without adequate double declutching produced nasty 

graunches.  The one other characteristic which I recall was a taillight which would regularly 

stop working.  I carried a handy screwdriver so that whenever I was stopped by a policeman 

at night I could leap out and immediately start dismantling the taillight assembly before being 

advised to ñgo and get it fixed.ò 

The PA lived in the carpark at the back of Weir House, with a cream TC and a red J2 as 

stablemates.  The owner of the TC, Gary Plowman, and I tended to drink at the Midland 

Hotel on Lambton Quay and on more than one occasion the pair of us would race each other 

up the Terrace, the winner being the first to enter the Weir House driveway.  The latter 

featured a ten-metre diameter roundabout in front of the hostel which was an excellent 

setting for Sunday afternoon time trials which came to an abrupt end the day that the 

warden stepped out the door onto the ótrackô as a sideways MG slid past. 

At the end of the academic year, I drove home in preparation for another season of pea-

harvesting. Somewhere along the line I bumped into Robbie Booth who told me that he had a 

Wolseley Hornet Six engine at home which he would be happy to fit to the MG.  So, I motored 

up to Gisborne early in December and left the car with him. A couple of months later I went 

up to collect it, unfortunately still with the Ford engine as the Wolseley had proved to be a 

couple of inches too long to be easily fitted.  By this time, I had managed to acquire a 1933 

AC Accedes which I had seen as it drove along the Havelock North to Hastings road ï I 

turned around, followed it to the Mayfair Pub carpark and then tracked down the owner.  

The MG I sold to Al Ross who had also worked the season at Watties and I handed it over to 



him early one morning outside the factory whereupon he set off to drive home to Auckland. 

A postscript ï some thirty years later I met up with the deputy headmaster at my sonôs 

secondary school. Said I ñPeter, Iôm sorry to have to confess to still owing you 10 pounds for 

that MG I bought off you.ò His response ñno need to be, I was terrified that you were going to 

want me to take the car back.ò 

 

Mike Pattison, 22 August 2017 

 
     

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

October 2018 update from Ian: 

 

ñPA 1327 update. Have stripped the chassis and patched some of the rust still a little more 

to go. Son Tom looking to make front spring hangers (the Numbered one and its mate) for 

me on the CNC machine as mine are both broken and bodged up with bronze. Hope to have 

chassis blasted and primed before Christmasò. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

     Front knuckle chassis number stamp 

    
 



      
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Original Ownership papers for PA  1327, above and following 

 
 
 
 



             

   

 
 


